ON  A  HOARD  OF  ENGLISH  GOLD  COINS.            19.7

Edward VL, though for some cause his father's name was
still retained on the coins. What this reason may have
been it is difficult to say. Probably, however, the neces-
sities of the mint prevented any discontinuance of the
coinage after the death of King Henry VIIL, and there-
fore until the new King was crowned coins continued to
be struck, as appears to have been the usual practice in
this country, in the uame of his predecessor. Under
Henry VII. and Henry VIII., however, the new custom
had come in of the portrait on the coins not being, as
heretofore, that of a king in general, but of the reigning
monarch in particular; and no time appears to have been
lost in producing a puncheon by which the portrait of
Edward VI. could be placed upon the dies, which was
accordingly done, though his father's name and titles were
still retained. The variety of coins, however, struck
after this fashion seems to point to a considerably longer
period than that which elapsed between the death of
Henry and the coronation of Edward ; and possibly this
system of coining in the name of the deceased king may
have been continued until after the assembly of the
Parliament of the realm. Possibly, also, as Edward,
young though he was, took a particular interest in the
coinage, and appears always to have contemplated its
restoration from the debased condition to which it had
been reduced by his father, he may have been anxious
that, as an autpicium metioris avi, the first gold coins
bearing his name should be of the improved standard of
twenty-two carats fine, to which, in his third year, he
reverted, and ^hich has ever since remained the standard
of our gold coinage.

Whatever the cause, it is singular that we have in these
coins the usual course reversed.    On the earliest" coins of
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